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THE PSYCHOSES

PSYCHOSES CONSTITUTED a small but troublesome percentage of the total neuro-
psychiatric case load in Army hospitals. These are the illnesses whose varied
symptoms represent a distortion of reality or the patient's relation to reality.
The symptoms are easily diagnosed and often are manifested in bizarre be-
havior: delusions (of persecution, of misidentity, or wealth), hallucinations
(hearing voices or seeing visions), illusions (false interpretations of percep-
tions that are not amenable to reason), confusion or disorientation.1 It is to this
group of illnesses that the legal term "insanity" refers.
Among psychiatrists there is little difference of opinion about the identifica-
tion of the psychotic reactions. For this reason and because most psychotic pa-
tients require hospitalization, hospital admissions are an accurate measure of
the incidence of the psychoses in the Army. Between January, 1942, and June,
1945, about 7 per cent of the neuropsychiatric admissions to Army hospitals
all over the world were diagnosed as psychoses. The incidence in overseas hos-
pitals was slightly higher (8.3 per cent) than in hospitals in the United States
(5*8 per cent). The rate was lower for officers than for enlisted men. The high-
est rate was that of enlisted women, probably because no psychiatric examina-
tion was made at the time of their enlistment during 1942 and 1943.
Psychoses, Rate per 1,000 Mean Strength per Year
Year                  Officers             Enlisted Men   Enlisted Women
1942                      1.30                    3,66                    7.11
All Female Personnel
1943                      0.76                    2.63                    3.22
About 45 per cent of all the hospital beds in the United States are occupied
by psychotic patients. This makes the percentage of the psychiatric hospital
practice devoted to psychoses in the Army seem very small Braceland2 reported
a rate of i per 1,000 in the Navy, with a total of only 13,778 patients adrnitted
1 Delirium is a temporary type of psychotic reaction.
2 Braceland, F. J., "Psychiatric Lessons from World War II," presented at the Am. Psychiat,
Assn., Chicago, May, 1946. Am. J. Psyckiat.f 103:587-593, Mar., 1947.
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